Researching properties

Some tips on searching house
histories

Jan Wegner
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Houses (freehold)

First photograph the house from every
angle

Use these to check historic photos of the
street (remember houses can be
background to events bemg

photographed)
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Has this always been residential?
Is this the only older house in a new

suburb?

- Was it brought in?
- Is it the original farm house before subdivision?

- Are there unusually large garden trees in the
yard and in nearby yards?



Freehold title search

Get the Real Property Description (RPD)

parish, lot, division, subdivision,
resubdivision etc. from a rates notice

Note the addresses and RPDs of
neighbouring houses, especially if your
house 1s on a corner



Freehold title search

Go to the Department of Natural Resources and
Mines - Titles Office.

Get all the previous titles (computerised).

The search will work backwards from your RPD to
the first Deed of Grant (when the land was
freeholded).

Property area will probably get bigger as you go
back (it may have been resubdivided).

You will have to cough up $17 for EACH title.



Titles search — what’s there?

Owner and mortgages.

No indication of improvements eg
houses.

No indication of resident if rented.

State Archives has some copies of Deeds of
Grants — town, country, suburban lots

(free access).
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Is the house in a large town?

Try the Post Office directories where
residents are listed by street. (No
numbers — just working down the street)
Doesn’t work for small towns.

Why do so many houses have names
before the early 20™" century?

MOURILYAN, a recciving office on the South branch of
the Johnstone River, about 880 miles N, (by sea) of Brisbane,
It iz a fine harbour on the eastern coast, the entrance to which
has bheen improved by dredging to a depth of 14 feot at
low water for a width of 100 feet. It is intended to further
deepen the channel. The steamers of the A U.S.N. and
Adclaide 8,8, Cos. find no diffienlty in entering and leaving

by the improved channel. During the crushing season the large
steamera of the latter company call at the harbour, Much sugar
bas been grown in the nelghbourbood, and the Mourilyan Sugar
Company’s plant is of a very completo character, the cane being
conveyed to the mills by trucks and locomotive power. The
lantation is about 7 miles distant, and is reached by train line,
¢ scenery of the harbour is described as being very romantie,
Population, 50 Europeans, 250 Asiaties.




Problems with Directories

Street numbers and names can change

Directories are often out of date by a year or
few

They can misspell names

They can accidentally get the order down
the street wrong

They list residents, not owners



Can cadastral maps help?

Some will have owners marked.
They will only ever show the first

purchaser
Check estate maps for new subdivisions



Names indicate blocks purchased
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Local government sources

Rate registers for each property

Registers of ratepayers (owner OR
resident — depending on who paid the
rates)

Valuation registers (may include
description of improvements)



Local government records
Plus:

Sewerage and reticulated water plans
(water supplies mostly 1930s onwards,
sewerage after WWII)

Registers of building permits — only
likely after town planning becomes
normal from 1920s (apart from First Class
areas)
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Electoral rolls

More for checking addresses if you have
the name of owner or resident

See how long the person was resident

Check boundaries of electoral district
maps to see which one the land i1s in

- Boundaries change!



26 THE ELECTORAL DISTRICT OF DRAYTON AND TOOWOOMBA.
Situstion of Froobeld or Duts »hra
3 Claim roovvved
Ne Suresros avd Clristan Nase |8u' 11 o0 d Residence. . Occupntion. ’%g’vﬁ‘w Eiectival
AT 1 l |
8768 Knights, Annie P Norwood st., Mort Estate domestie dutis 7 May, 1905
gg %.v-‘l:‘. (!):wgo Pears ;l #’ll:: at. umu}od. = '} ’H‘n_v, 1906
man wt. domest thes Ve T May, 1§
5760 Knowlen, Matilda P Nigel st., Goggs Kstate Check the i 7 Ape. 1908
ST70  Krienke, Louisa ¥ Wisonten housekeeper . 23 May, 1500
5771 Krienke, Wilhelmina F  Wilsonton addresses omeic dutics S 23 May, 1906
5772 s Sarnh F  Gauntlet st., Goggs Estate domestio duties 23 May, 1
8778 Kruger, Charles M Koot si. Iarmor . 23 May, 1900
5774 Kruger, Lowise Moria Auguste ¥ One-'nﬂ‘;, Prayton . Aomestic dutbes & May, 1006
&775 Kuder, Christoph M Green Wattle Guolly, near Asylues none N 23 May, 106
876 Kuriz, Annie ¥ corner Nodl and EHerries st. dotestie dut s o T May, 16
8777 Lacey, Albert Ernest M Awstral Hall, M s, nssistant olub steward 27 Mar., 1900
§778  Lacey, Aunie ¥ Norwood st,, Mort Estate domestic duties o 7 May, 1900
5779  Lack, Frederick M cormer Stuart and Moloney st. farmor 14 May, 1909
§78%0 Lackey, Ruchadl F  South &, 3rd from Humse s, kouswhold dutive 23 May, 19083
5781 Lake, Eleanor Mury ¥ Bridge s, damostic dat s 14 May, 1900
5782 Lake, Porey William M Rridge st., near Raff st. carpenter 14 May, 1906
5783 Lambert, Elizabeth F  Little &£, near Loch's Stables domostic duties o 7 May, 1900
5784 Lam Poon, Elizabeth ¥ Sirst., Keanedy Estate domestic duties 14 May, 1200
5785 Lumdemer, Agmes ¥ Kirk st., 3rd from Nedl st, domestio duties K 7 May, 10
5756 Lame, Fdith Anne F  Nal &, oppeite Gasworks houscheld dutios 23 May, 1006
5787 lane, Susan F  Neil &, opposite Gasworks drossimaker > 7 May, 1900
5788  Langmend, Bella Eliza P o, iressimaker RS 14 May, 10x
8789 Lamgmore, Amedia Mand F  Campboll st. Wesr howsohold dutics 7 May, 1806
&790  Lasgmore, Walter James M Campholl st. West grasior -~ T May, 14
8791 Lasgaten, ¥rederick Church M Janves st shearer g 27 Apr., 1008
5792 lLangton, Rebeces F  Charlton hostsowifo - 1 Jun., 1904
5793 Laurie, Barbara F  Partri st,, Koonedy Estate domest s dut jos - 14 May, 1000
5704  Lavis, Thomas M Martock, Ruthvon st, none : 7 May, 1006
5796 Lawremce, Edith Ma ¥ Charles at., Lamington st, houschold duthes 3 23 Moy, 11
37  Lawremce, W%ﬂm M Brodeibb's, Welloamp farm lnbosirer < 1 Jun,, 1006
5707  lLaws, Emily Cecilin F o M, Boyee's, domestic duties : 23 May, 1906
5708 Lawton, Noellie P Gipgs st,, Drayton mui-hm 8 May, 1906
5:00 Tayeock, Afred M Gronier st., pear Camphell st r May, 1906
590 Layeock, Annie F  Grenier st. ’ dotnestio duties . 14 May, 1908
5811 Layton, Winilied F  Harel Cottage, Janes st, hoarding house keopes . 7T May, 1006
592 Lea, Fllen F Weat st ’Sfmm Taylor o8, domestio servant - 9 Apr., 1000
586 Loa, Jane ¥ West st., 20d from Taylor o, hotserwife . D Apr., 10
&304 Loamon, Ethel F Hazoldean, Herries st. liecann ol duties . 14 May, 1904
3% Leamon, Maria ¥ Hazeldean, Horries 2. housobold duties 2 14 May, 1908
3%  Leane, Jame Nora F Mort st, dreaneakey i 7 May, 1Ko
3507  Leane, Mawnd Mary F Mort at, dotnestse dinties T May, 1%
8508 Lobsanft, Jobanna F  Neil at., noxt Masonie Hall domestic daties T May, 196
3509 Lodbary, Joln M Carrington read rarpenter 23 May, 1906
5810 Ledbary, Martha F  Carrington road hemsewife 23 May, 1008
8511 Loee, Elizabeth F  Carrington road bousewife ! 23 May, 190G
5512 Lee, James Edmand M  Norwvod st. music toscher - o6 Feli,, 1900
5813 Jeesio Eumily F  Tiverton, Norwood 1. donestio ditios 4 1 Feb., 1906
8514  Loe, Sarah Jane F  Taylor at,, Mart Estate domeatie dutios \ T May, 1006
5516 Tow, Williaxs M Taylor st, North, Srd from Mert o, labourer 9 Apr., 1906
5816 Tee, William M Grain Exchiange, Willowburn labourer - a1 Jul, 100G
8817 Leguntt, Saral F  Ivory at., Christenas Estate dotnostie distbes A T May, 1904



Valuer-General’s Department

Began in 1944, first valuation 1947.
Notifications of transfers of property

Appeals against valuations (earlier —
Court of Petty Sessions)

State Archives



Worker’s Dwellings

Later Housing Commission
Great reports in Parliamentary Papers

Came 1n types — each with plans, photos
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1880s - House Styles
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Exposed frame Symmetrical Internal lining boards wider
Cross balustrade Roof separated from verandah roof




Late 19t century —
~early 20* century
Iarge home |
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Roof st|II separate from verandah roof May not be symmetrical
Dowel balustrading (iron lace for very rich) Staircase broken by

landing Chamferboard walls appearing

Internal waIIs tongue

s and groove Brackets and moulding on verandahposts |




Early 20t century

HHOLAlseA and vera‘nda‘h undér onAe”ro'of | I“D»oweAI‘béiL‘lst»r"admg
Double staircase (broken by landing) Art nouveau decorations
Wooden louvres Brackets and moulding on verandah posts Decorative

gable over porch



Internal Art Deco touches in turn of the 20t century (Federation) houses




Early 20t century
(cottage)

Exposed frame (tongue and groove internal I|n|ng) Ma|n house and verandah
roof continuous (broken-back here) Dowel balustrading
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Weatherboard or chamferboard (external) walls Straight window
shades (earlier — curved or bullnose) Hipped roof rather than
ramidical




Interwar
(small
house)

Asymmetrical with porch or short verandah Dowel balustrading
Gable with decorative infill Wooden louvres

Ogee shape or straight window shades Oriental-style trellis and cap-
rail fencing



<3\ 53¢ House, High Street,
Glen Iris, Vic. Architect and date
unknown. The warm colours and
textures add to an inviting design.

<3 532 House, Ormond Grouve,
Toorak Gardens, SA. Architect
and date unknown. A stone version,
with brick-and-render verandas,
and typical sharp roof edges.

V 536 House, Southport Street,
Leederville, WA. Architect and
date unknown. The large and
small gables facing the street are
true to type.

VV 537 Mpyola, Wellington
Street, Launceston, Tas. Architect
and date unknown. A weather-
board house with an iron roof and
a skillion dormer.

<1 535 A. E. Gibson house,

Manly, Qld. E. P. Trewern,
architect, 1919. The shady, veran-
da’d informality was singularly
appropriate to warmer regions.




California bungalow, Queensland style (rendered brick)

Build it in timber and put it on stilts, and you get...



Interwar
(large

Asymmetrical Nested gables with decorative infill Bay windows (or
lookalikes) Front porch/verandah built to resemble pillars either side
Coloured panes of glass in windows Staircase broken by landing

Straight/continuous window shade Plank balustrading




\

More distinctive stylistic features of the Interwar Queenslander:
Stepped balustrade Unusual cut-out shapes for batten
screens under the house Art Deco features
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Like the interwar house but stepped-back facade
Plainer eg straight staircase, no bay windows, no decorative
touches




1940s-1950s

Stepped-back style becomes more elaborate.



Rectangular box on stilts (car went underneath) Flat facade, flattened
roof Verandah along front, porch at back

Stairs run parallel to house
After this — styles tend to follow southern fashions (no verandah, low set

— cheaper)
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10. 1960s

What if you have
an old- fashloned
owner?




More problems

Could the original house have burned
down/been blown down? Is this one
really the first?

Can be extensively renovated and
extended - your big building could have
begun as a tiny cottage!

Destroyed house, 1918
cyclone, Innisfail




The Central
Hotel, Cairns,
under
construction —

around an earlier =

building (the
ground floor)




S0, research by:

RPD records

Post Office Directories/ Pugh’s Almanac
Photos

Cadastral maps

Electoral rolls

Local government records and maps
Workers’ Dwelling styles

Building style and materials



