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First photograph the house from every 

angle 

Use these to check historic photos of the 

street (remember houses can be 

background to events  being 

photographed) 



Has this always been residential? 

 Is this the only older house in a new 

suburb? 
• Was it brought in? 

• Is it the original farm house before subdivision? 

• Are there unusually large garden trees in the 

yard and in nearby yards? 

Note the tall Hoop Pines 
behind the house 



Get the Real Property Description (RPD) 

 

- parish, lot, division, subdivision, 

resubdivision etc. from a rates notice 

 

- Note the addresses and RPDs of 

neighbouring houses, especially if your 

house is on a corner 



 Go to the Department of Natural Resources and 
Mines - Titles Office. 
 

 Get all the previous titles (computerised). 
 

 The search will work backwards from your RPD to 
the first Deed of Grant (when the land was 
freeholded). 
 

 Property area will probably get bigger as you go 
back (it may have been resubdivided). 
 

 You will have to cough up $17 for EACH title. 



Owner and mortgages. 
 

No indication of improvements eg 
houses. 
 

No indication of resident if rented. 
 

State Archives has some copies of Deeds of 
Grants – town, country, suburban lots 
(free access). 









Try the Post Office directories where 

residents are listed by street. (No 

numbers – just working down the street) 

Doesn’t work for small towns. 

Why do so many houses have names 

before the early 20th century? 

 



Street numbers and names can change 
 

Directories are often out of date by a year or 
few 
 

They can misspell names 
 

They can accidentally get the order down 
the street wrong 
 

They list residents, not owners 



Some will have owners marked. 

They will only ever show the first 

purchaser 

Check estate maps for new subdivisions 



Names indicate blocks purchased 



 



Rate registers for each property 

 

Registers of ratepayers (owner OR 

resident – depending on who paid the 

rates) 

 

Valuation registers (may include 

description of improvements) 



Plus: 
 

Sewerage and reticulated water plans 
(water supplies mostly 1930s onwards, 
sewerage after WWII) 
 

Registers of building permits – only 
likely after town planning becomes 
normal from 1920s (apart from First Class 
areas) 
 



 



 



More for checking addresses if you have 

the name of owner or resident 

 

See how long the person was resident 

 

Check boundaries of electoral district 

maps to see which one the land is in 
 

• Boundaries change! 



 

Check the 
addresses          
! 



Began in 1944, first valuation 1947. 

 

Notifications of transfers of property 

 

Appeals against valuations (earlier – 

Court of Petty Sessions) 

 

State Archives 



Later Housing Commission 

 

Great reports in Parliamentary Papers 

 

Came in types – each with plans, photos 



1880s 

Exposed frame Symmetrical  Internal lining boards wider 
Cross balustrade Roof separated from verandah roof 

House Styles 



Late 19th century – 
early 20th century 
large home 

Roof still separate from verandah roof   May not be symmetrical 
Dowel balustrading (iron lace for very rich) Staircase broken by 
landing  Chamferboard walls appearing  Internal walls tongue 
and groove Brackets and moulding on verandah posts 



Early 20th century 

House and verandah under one roof  Dowel balustrading 
Double staircase (broken by landing) Art nouveau decorations 
Wooden louvres Brackets and moulding on verandah posts Decorative 
gable over porch 



Internal Art Deco touches in turn of the 20th century (Federation) houses 



Early 20th century 
(cottage) 

Exposed frame (tongue and groove internal lining)  Main house and verandah 
roof continuous (broken-back here) Dowel balustrading 



1910s 

Weatherboard or chamferboard (external) walls Straight window 
shades (earlier – curved or bullnose)  Hipped roof rather than 
pyramidical 



Interwar 
(small 
house) 

Asymmetrical with porch or short verandah Dowel balustrading 
Gable with decorative infill   Wooden louvres  
Ogee shape or straight window shades Oriental-style trellis and cap-
rail fencing 



 

California bungalow 

– nested gables, 

deep eaves, 

tapering piers 

 



 

California bungalow, Queensland style (rendered brick) 
 
Build it in timber and put it on stilts, and you get… 



Interwar 
(large 
house) 

Asymmetrical Nested gables with decorative infill Bay windows (or 
lookalikes) Front porch/verandah built to resemble pillars either side 
Coloured panes of glass in windows  Staircase broken by landing 
Straight/continuous window shade  Plank balustrading 



More distinctive stylistic features of the Interwar Queenslander: 
Stepped balustrade Unusual cut-out shapes for batten 
screens under the house Art Deco features 



1940s 

Like the interwar house but stepped-back façade 
Plainer eg straight staircase, no bay windows, no decorative 
touches 



1940s-1950s 

Stepped-back style becomes more elaborate. 



1960s 

Rectangular box on stilts (car went underneath) Flat façade, flattened 
roof  Verandah along front, porch at back   
Stairs run parallel to house 
After this – styles tend to follow southern fashions (no verandah, low set 
– cheaper) 



W 
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9. 1940s-1950s 

10. 1960s 

What if you have 
an old-fashioned 
owner? 



Could the original house have burned 

down/been blown down? Is this one 

really the first? 

Can be extensively renovated and 

extended – your big building could have 

begun as a tiny cottage! 

Destroyed house, 1918 
cyclone, Innisfail 



 

The Central 
Hotel, Cairns, 
under 
construction – 
around an earlier 
building (the 
ground floor) 



RPD records 

Post Office Directories/ Pugh’s Almanac 

Photos 

Cadastral maps 

Electoral rolls 

Local government records and maps 

Workers’ Dwelling styles 

Building style and materials 


